
The Durand Courthouse Museum 

 

 

This old building is the last remaining wooden courthouse in the state of 
Wisconsin. In 1871, Miles Durand Prindle and his wife, Ada Miranda Ide, donated 
Washington Square to Pepin County for one dollar. Also with the deal came the 
promise that a courthouse would be built within five years, and it would be 
maintained for ten years. The Pepin County Historical Society (PCHS), leased the 
Old Courthouse which was no longer in use from Pepin County in 1984. They 
leased the courthouse under a ten year lease with the option for a ten year 
renewal. 

This page was made by Raechel McMahon and Heather Poeschel. 

October16, 1998. 

 

The Durand Courthouse Museum 

This is room one and two of the Durand Courthouse Museum. Room one was the 
first room to open to visitors. It opened in 1985. Room two is the future 

library/reference room. 

 



In this picture are some belongings to 
the Prindle Inn. There is an office 

machine (lower left corner), the first 
telephone (hanging on wall), and the 
original T.V. from the inn (center of 

picture). 

 

 

The typewriter on the left is from Joe's Hardware. The one in the middle belonged 
to the Smith brothers. 

 

These are different flags from periods 
of American history. The uniform was 

worn by Georgann Wolfe. 

 

This is a 
picture of the complete history of the Civil War. It includes 120 volumes. 



 

To the left is a rocking horse which is from 1916. In 
the center is a 1910 rowing machine. On the right is 

an old wood baby carriage. 

 

 

On the table is the first item donated to 
the museum. It is a milk machine from 

1908. To the right of it are some egg crates 
and above is a speaker from the 1920's. 

 

 

 

Here is a phonograph recorder and a 
public address machine all in one. It 

was donated by the Durand High 
School. Also there is a 1955 stamp 

machine and a 1979 post office 
scale. 

This page includes rooms three and 
four at the museum. 

 

On the left is a 1930 refrigerator. On 
the right is a 1966 washing machine. 

Next to the washing machine is a 
vacuum and sitting on the table is a 

gas iron from 1935. 

 

 

 



 

Here is a closer picture of the fridge 
and a cabinet with old glass bottles. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Here is dental equipment from Dr. 
Clement's office. 

 
 
There are also other medical supplies such as a x-ray machine and a wooden 
wheelchair. 

 

 

This picture shows a variety of different fire 
equipment, the hat is from 1880, the uniform was 
worn in 1886, and the water bucket was used in 

1888. 

This is page are rooms five and six of the museum. 

 

 



Here is a 1898 railroad crossing sign along with the drills used to build the tracks. 

 

 

 

This is a replica of the Durand train system. 

 

The entire room number six is filled 
with tools from a variety of different 
places and poeple. In this picture are 

tools from a carpenter donated by Pete 
Baldini. 

 

 

 

This is the courtroom section of the museum. 



 

 
 
 

On the way to the upstairs courtroom is this ball 
and chain used to hold the prisoners. It was also 

used on Ed Williams, who was captured and 
eventually hung for the killing of Milton 

Coleman. 

 

This is a picture of the original courtroom. It was 
used for jury trials for 110 years, from 1874 until 

1984. 

 

In the middle is where the judge sat. On the right is the jurors box. In the middle 
of the picture is where the people on trial sat. 

 

This is the judge's office which is located in the back of the courtroom. 



 

 

Here is the room where the jurors debated the verdict. It is located to the left of 
the judge's office. 

 

 

 


